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CLAIM S 

What is claimed is: 

1 . A method of email administration comprising the steps of: 

receiving in a transcoding gateway from a client device one or more email 
display status attributes describing one or more email display capability 
statuses for a domain; 

receiving in the transcoding gateway from a sender an email display capability 
status request for the domain, wherein the capability status request comprises 
a domain identification; 

finding, in dependence upon the domain identification, at least one email 
display capability status record for the domain, wherein the email display 
capability status record for the domain comprises at least one of the email 
display capability status attributes; and 

sending at least one of the email display capability status attributes to the 
sender. 

2. The method of claim 1 wherein the email display capability status request 
includes a sender identification identifying the sender, and the method further 
comprises determining, in dependence upon the sender identification, that the 
sender is authorized to send email to a connection address in the domain. 
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3 . The method of claim 2 wherein determining that the sender is authorized to 
send email to a connection address in the domain further comprises finding in 
dependence upon the sender identification and in dependence upon the domain 
identification, at least one sender authorization record, wherein: 

the sender authorization record represents authorization for the sender 
to send email to a connection address in the domain; 

the sender authorization record comprises sender authorization 
attributes including a connection address in the domain; and 

finding at least one email display capability record for the domain 
further comprises finding, in dependence upon the domain 
identification and in dependence upon the connection address, at least 
one email display capability status record for the domain. 

4. The method of claim 1 further comprising the steps of: 

receiving an email in a transcoding gateway, the email comprising an email 
address and at least one digital object; 

determining, in dependence upon display capability attributes and the email 
address, whether the digital object is to be transcoded in the transcoding 
gateway, wherein the determining results in a determination; 

forwarding the email, including the digital object, to the email address, if the 
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determination is that the digital object is not to be transcoded in the 
transcoding gateway; and 

if the determination is that the digital object is to be transcoded in the 
transcoding gateway, carrying out the further steps of: 

transcoding the digital object into a transcoded digital object; and 

downloading the transcoded digital object to a destination client 
device. 

5. The method of claim 4 wherein: 

transcoding the digital object further comprises transcoding the digital object 
into a digital file having a digital format and a file name; and 

downloading the transcoded digital object further comprises downloading the 
digital file to a destination client device at an internet address recorded in an 
internet address field of a client device record, the client device record having 

recorded in a mailbox address field in the client device record, a 
mailbox address identical to the email address of the email message, 
and, 
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recorded in a digital file format code field of the client device record, a 
digital file format code indicating that the client device represented by 
the client device record is capable of receiving the digital format of the 
digital file. 

6. The method of claim 4 wherein determining, in dependence upon display 
capability attributes and the email address, whether the digital object is to be 
transcoded in the transcoding gateway, further comprises finding a capability 
record having a connection address equal to the email address. 

7. The method of claim 4 wherein forwarding the email further comprises 
forwarding the entire email, including the digital object, to an email client in 
another transcoding gateway in a client device. 
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8. A system of email administration comprising: 

means for receiving in a transcoding gateway from a client device one or more 
email display status attributes describing one or more email display capability 
statuses for a domain; 

means for receiving in the transcoding gateway from a sender an email display 
capability status request for the domain, wherein the capability status request 
comprises a domain identification; 

means for finding, in dependence upon the domain identification, at least one 
email display capability status record for the domain, wherein the email 
display capability status record for the domain comprises at least one of the 
email display capability status attributes; and 

means for sending at least one of the email display capability status attributes 
to the sender. 

9. The system of claim 8 wherein the email display capability status request 
includes a sender identification identifying the sender, and the system further 
comprises means for determining, in dependence upon the sender 
identification, that the sender is authorized to send email to a connection 
address in the domain. 

1 0. The system of claim 9 wherein means for determining that the sender is 
authorized to send email to a connection address in the domain further 
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comprises means for finding, in dependence upon the sender identification and 
in dependence upon the domain identification, at least one sender 
authorization record, wherein: 

the sender authorization record represents authorization for the sender 
to send email to a connection address in the domain; 

the sender authorization record comprises sender authorization 
attributes including a connection address in the domain; and 

means for finding at least one email display capability record for the 
domain further comprises means for finding, in dependence upon the 
domain identification and in dependence upon the connection address, 
at least one email display capability status record for the domain. 

1 1 . The system of claim 8 further comprising: 

means for receiving an email in a transcoding gateway, the email comprising 
an email address and at least one digital object; 

means for determining, in dependence upon display capability attributes and 
the email address, whether the digital object is to be transcoded in the 
transcoding gateway, wherein the determining results in a determination; 

means for forwarding the email, including the digital object, to the email 
address, if the determination is that the digital object is not to be transcoded in 
the transcoding gateway; and 
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if the determination is that the digital object is to be transcoded in the 
transcoding gateway, means for carrying out the further steps of: 

transcoding the digital object into a transcoded digital object; and 

downloading the transcoded digital object to a destination client 
device. 

12. The system of claim 1 1 wherein: 

means for transcoding the digital object further comprises means for 
transcoding the digital object into a digital file having a digital format and a 
file name; and 

means for downloading the transcoded digital object further comprises means 
for downloading the digital file to a destination client device at an internet 
address recorded in an internet address field of a client device record, the 
client device record having: 

recorded in a mailbox address field in the client device record, a 
mailbox address identical to the email address of the email message, 
and, 
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recorded in a digital file format code field of the client device record, a 
digital file format code indicating that the client device represented by 
the client device record is capable of receiving the digital format of the 
digital file. 

1 3 . The system of claim 1 1 wherein means for determining, in dependence upon 
display capability attributes and the email address, whether the digital object is 
to be transcoded in the transcoding gateway, further comprises means for 
finding a capability record having a connection address equal to the email 
address. 

14. The system of claim 1 1 wherein means for forwarding the email further 
comprises means for forwarding the entire email, including the digital object, 
to an email client in another transcoding gateway in a client device. 
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15. A computer program product of email administration comprising: 
a recording medium; 

means, recorded on the recording medium, for receiving in a transcoding 
gateway from a client device one or more email display status attributes 
describing one or more email display capability statuses for a domain; 

means, recorded on the recording medium, for receiving in the transcoding 
gateway from a sender an email display capability status request for the 
domain, wherein the capability status request comprises a domain 
identification; 

means, recorded on the recording medium, for finding, in dependence upon 
the domain identification, at least one email display capability status record 
for the domain, wherein the email display capability status record for the 
domain comprises at least one of the email display capability status attributes; 
and 

means, recorded on the recording medium, for sending at least one of the 
email display capability status attributes to the sender. 

16. The computer program product of claim 15 wherein the email display 
capability status request includes a sender identification identifying the sender, 
and the computer program product further comprises means, recorded on the 
recording medium, for determining, in dependence upon the sender 
identification, that the sender is authorized to send email to a connection 
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address in the domain. 

1 7. The computer program product of claim 1 6 wherein means, recorded on the 
recording medium, for determining that the sender is authorized to send email 
to a connection address in the domain further comprises means, recorded on 
the recording medium, for finding, in dependence upon the sender 
identification and in dependence upon the domain identification, at least one 
sender authorization record, wherein: 

the sender authorization record represents authorization for the sender 
to send email to a connection address in the domain; 

the sender authorization record comprises sender authorization 
attributes including a connection address in the domain; and 

means, recorded on the recording medium, for finding at least one 
email display capability record for the domain further comprises 
means, recorded on the recording medium, for finding, in dependence 
upon the domain identification and in dependence upon the connection 
address, at least one email display capability status record for the 
domain. 

1 8. The computer program product of claim 1 5 further comprising: 

means, recorded on the recording medium, for receiving an email in a 
transcoding gateway, the email comprising an email address and at least one 
digital object; 



65 



AUS920010853US1 



Patent Application 



means, recorded on the recording medium, for determining, in dependence 
upon display capability attributes and the email address, whether the digital 
object is to be transcoded in the transcoding gateway, wherein the determining 
results in a determination; 

means, recorded on the recording medium, for forwarding the email, including 
the digital object, to the email address, if the determination is that the digital 
object is not to be transcoded in the transcoding gateway; and 

if the determination is that the digital object is to be transcoded in the 
transcoding gateway, means, recorded on the recording medium, for carrying 
out the further steps of: 

transcoding the digital object into a transcoded digital object; and 

downloading the transcoded digital object to a destination client 
device. 

1 9. The computer program product of claim 1 8 wherein: 

means, recorded on the recording medium, for transcoding the digital object 
further comprises means, recorded on the recording medium, for transcoding 
the digital object into a digital file having a digital format and a file name; and 

means, recorded on the recording medium, for downloading the transcoded 
digital object further comprises means, recorded on the recording medium, for 
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downloading the digital file to a destination client device at an internet address 
recorded in an internet address field of a client device record, the client device 
record having: 

recorded in a mailbox address field in the client device record, a 
mailbox address identical to the email address of the email message, 
and, 

recorded in a digital file format code field of the client device record, a 
digital file format code indicating that the client device represented by 
the client device record is capable of receiving the digital format of the 
digital file. 

20. The computer program product of claim 1 8 wherein means, recorded on the 
recording medium, for determining, in dependence upon display capability 
attributes and the email address, whether the digital object is to be transcoded 
in the transcoding gateway, further comprises means, recorded on the 
recording medium, for finding a capability record having a connection address 
equal to the email address. 

21 . The computer program product of claim 1 8 wherein means, recorded on the 
recording medium, for forwarding the email further comprises means, 
recorded on the recording medium, for forwarding the entire email, including 
the digital object, to an email client in another transcoding gateway in a client 
device. 
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